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To the Houſholders, & c. 


GENTLEMEN, wr STS 
7 N the firſt Part of the following Pages I but 
what, in my Opinion, ought to have been done by Au. 
thority long ago; that is, ſubje# to your Peruſal, a 
Propoſal, in which you have all a deep Concern. In the 
Remainder, I give you (not: a Letter pretended to bi 
avrore from a Friend to a Friend, &c, but) a Copy of a 
Letter actually wrote in the Words, and with the Deſign 
it bears, and diſpatched to London the Day after the Pro. 
Foſal was hurried q. this Publication ſerves either 
to bring out any Reaſons, ſatisfying you, that the Propoſal 
is a good Thing and ought to have your Concurrence, 
or to ſet others of more Inſight and Knowledge in the 
Subject on oppoſing it, ¶ it is, as it yet appears to me 10 
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be, a very bad T far th I have all T aim at. 
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The C of t e Proje X lal-is fach as 1 could procure; 
Fit differs in any Thing from that ſent off, and jo 1, 
in any reſpect, aim amiſs, that muſt ly at the Door of 
rboe ho kept the Scheme" ſo much a Siren, = © 
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STATE of the preſent Funds of 
Ihe Chariiy Wark:houſe, and Propo- 
fals for applying to the Legiſlature 
for an Att of Parliament for efta- 
 bGliſhing a more equal and certain 

Fund, for the Maintenance and Sup- 
Port of the Begging-Poor and Out. 
Penſioners of the City of Edinburgh. 


imo, F F THAT in the large Houſe, erefted 
| ſome Years ago upon the charita- 
ble Contribution of the Inhabi- 
tants and other Donations, above 500 poor: Perſons = 
are maintained, molt of them employed in uſeful 
Labour, and the Boys and Girls carefully educate, 
and put out to Service, or bound to Manufacturers: 
And, beſides theſe, there are many Out- penſioners, 
who have caſual Supplies when ſick, or laid aſide 
from Work, for a little Time; with others, whoſe 
needy Circumſtances entitle them to Support, al- 
tho” their former Rank and Station would make it 
| Indecent to lodge them under the ſame Roof (with 
the begging Poor. ene 
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240, From an Inſpection of the Books, it -* 
pęars, That the Expence of this Houſe,..at.a. 
dium for the firſt four Years, amounted to 2800 
Sterling yearly, altho* conducted in the muſt Hu- 
gal Manner by the Direction of Ninety-ſix Ma 
gers, 00's out of all. Ihe cifferont Vooteri 


-. 3tio, That, in Time coming, the Anhual Ex. 

— over and above the Profits of Labour, cannot 

0 ee at a lower Sum than 2200 L. Stetling 
a Lear. X mixt oy Wir c! 5 NeNrl 195 


"ao; That the chiet Sl pho ok the House droſs 
from tlie Collection at the: Church-doors, which, 
at a Medium for Twenty Years ptecteding the 
1749, amounted toa Trifle above 1200 L. a-Year: 
But of late, this Fund has greatly decayed, not- 
withſtanding the Benefit of being delivered from 
the Nuſance and Clamour of the begging Poor; 
and the Fund itſelt was lays Precarious ge: un- 


. TY 2 - 
certain. t © E. 1 (mt 


Flo, A Fund, arifig: fron CalleRticns made in 
this Manner, is extremely unequal,” ſeeing thoſe 
who formerly attended Non-jurant Meeting- 
houſes, and others who reſort to no Place of pu- 
| Gon Worſhip, Are in a Manner auß e 
1 
Sto, The other anne Funds. for the Poor do 
not exceed. o L. a- Near, at a Medium, taking 
in what of late has ariſen from Allotments made 
to the Poor by the Managers of the Lady's Aſ- 
ſembhy, as well as the Funds on an by 95 


Kirk-Treaſurer, | Wh 5 
ef D a | | zun 


early, 


1 
ymo, In order to procure a certain. and equal 
Fund for Maintenance of the Poor, it is. propoſed, 
That the Collections at the Church-doors ſhould 
be laid aſide, and that the Legiſlature ſhould im- 
poſe an Annual Rate upon the Inhabitants without 
Diſtinction, not exceeding the Sum of 1800 L. 
Sterling a-Year, to be levy'd from the Occupyers 
of Lands, Tenements, and Shops, within the 


Royalty, effeir ing to their reſpective valued Renta; 


and ſhould authorize Truſtees for putting the {aid 
Act in Execution, with Power to them to name 


Aſſeſſors for proportioning, and a Collector for le- 


vying, the ſaid Annual Rate; and that the ſame 
ſnhouſd be ſubject to no Burden, except a Sum nit 
excceding 50 L. Sterling, for the Total Expence 
of levying the ſaid. Annual Rate, by way of Col 


lector's Salary, Clerk's Fees, Office- rent, ant 1 


other Incidents, . and with a farther Sum, not ex- | 
cceding 100 L. for the Support of the Criminals 
confined, and kept at hard Labour, in the large 


Fabrick, or Houſe of Correction, newly eretctech; 

whence it follows, that the Reſidue, being 

1650 L. joined with the ordinary Revenue, a- 
mounting to 600 L. only, exceeds the abovg- 

mentioned Sum of 2200 L. (which by the Caleul 
has been found the Sum annually neceſſary for the 

Support of the Houſe) in the 1 4 

making good Deficiencies: And further, That the 


rifle of 50 L. for 
above Rate ſhould be eſtabliſhed: with the follow 


ing Proviſo, That each Inhabitant ſhould be ſingiy 


liable for their own Proportion, as annually fixed 
by the Stent-maſters ; and that none ſhould be 4 


cemed from this Rate, but ſuch poor Inhabitants, 
whoſe Houſe and Shop does not exceed 3 . 


6 | 
$00, That the Magiſtrates-and Council ſheuld 
be Truſtees, with Power to them annually, in 
the Month of June, to elect Sixteen Aſſeſſors or 
Stent-maſters, for proportioning the ſaid Annual 
_ conform to the valued Rent of Lands, 
Houſes, and Shops, within the ſaid City and Roy- 
alty, and to be levy'd from the ſeveral Inhabitants, 
except from ſuch whoſe Houſe and Shop Rents do 
not exceed 3 L. a-Year: That the Stent-maſters 
Finiſh their Report on or before the 2oth of Auguſt, 
that it may. be timeouſly put into the ColleEtor's 
Hands, for levying the faid Rate by two Terms 
Payment, counting the Year to commence from 
the 15th May, when Houſes are commonly ſett, 
and the Payments to be made two Months at leaſt 
before the Lapſe of each half Tear; that is, on or 
before the 15th of, September for the farſt Term's 
Payment, and the 15th March far the ſecond. . 


p91, That the College of Juſtice. ſhall be im- 


powered to name Seven to meet with the Stent- 


maſters, both at taking up the {aid valued Rents 


of Houſes and Shops, and at encloſing to pro- 


portion the ſaid Annual Rate, whereot Tuo to be 
named by the Lords of Seſſion, One by the Barons 
of Exchequer, Two by the Faculty of Advocates, 
and Two by the Writers to the Signet; and that 
due Notice be regularly given, by an Advertiſe- 
ment on the Walls of the Inner Parliament-Houſe 
and Exchequer, Forty-eight Hours, both before 
the Stent-maſters begin to take up the ſaid valued 
Rents, and before they begin to proportion the 
aid Annual Rate.. revs 9 
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on Houſes within the City and Royalty, for, the 


Ten, That the 1 "7.4 may be levy d ini bo 
the like ſummary ray as his Majeſty? s Cefss Þ| 


That no Court of Law ſhall have Power to ſtop or 

ſuſpend the ſame ; and the Collector, ten Days aſter 
each Term's Payment becomes due; ſhould be i im- 
powered to levy the ſame by ſummary Diſtreſs or 
Sale of Goods, in virtue of a Warrant from any 
of the Magiſtrates, for ſatisfying each Perſon's 
Wee and Expence of Sale. 


Imo, That the Magiſtrates and Council, 48 as 
Truſtees, have Power, in June annually, to elect 
a Collector, and allow him, by way of Salary for 
himſelf and Clerk, Office-rent, Books; and other 
Incidents, a Sum yearly, not exceeding 30 L. and 
he, at Sight of the Magiſtrates, to pay to the 
Treaſurer of the Charity Work-houſe his whole 
'Term's Collections; except his own Salary then 
due, each Term as follows; the firſt on or before 
the laſt of September, and the nnd 1 or * 
the laſt of March, 


11 2000; That the bo Ek got . 
too L. to which the ſaid Annual Rate is ſubjeQed 
for the Support of Criminals, ſhall be iſſued term 

by the Managers of the Charity Work-houſe, 
— their Treaſurer in the Months of September = 
or March, upon Application. toithe Magiſtrates, 


whoſe Judgment of what Part of that Sum is nece(- 


fary ſhall be the Rule, from Wide to Time, tothe 
et N Lan : mu 8 


13110, That from and 4 3 8 
of this ACt, all former Taxations, or othet 1 


"8 


mine; as alſo the Collections at the Church- doors, 


Iro n and aſter the firſt Term's Payment becomes 


cu in virtue of this Act: But thatjnotwithſtanding, 
vpn extraordinary Occaſions,” ſuch as great Loſs 
ſuſtained by Fire, or uncommon Deatth, it ſhall and 
may be lawful for the Magiſtrates and Council to 
appoint a Collection at the Chnrch-doors, to be ap- 
plied allenarly tothe Purpoſe expreſſed in their A&; 
as lſo, ſo often as the ſame ſhall be authorized by 
#Brieve our of his Majeſty's Chancery, Collection 
at the Church-doors my be lawfully made. L 


140, That the Nianagers of the Charity Works 
„ont ſhould be annually appointed to make u 
an Eſtimate, to be laid before the Magiſtrates thE 
ſecond Monday of une; of what Sums ſhall ap- 

neceſſary to them for anſwering the Intention 

58 this Act for the current * . run ige "hs 
"wo May proceeding. * 85 

5101 


15to, That the aid Eftimare x ade * the Mei 
rs of the Chirity-Work-houſe; ſhall be laid 
re an extraordinary Committee of Thirteen 
| Perſons, whereof two to be elected by the Magi- 
rates; two by the Managers of the Chari 

Wotk-houſe, three by the Lords of Seſſion, "two 
by the Barons of Exchequer, two by the Faculty 


-of Advocates, and two by the Writers to the 


Signet, of which Committee ſeven ſhall be 4 
Quorum; and whatever the Majority of the ſaid 
Committee, or their Quorum, 125 ll judge a yu 
*- annual Rate ſor the then current Year, ſhall 

entered into a Book to be kept for that Pura 
* and be . — Preſes as toy _ 
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the Stent-maſters or Aſſeſſors, "for proportioning 
the annual Rate to be levied FF ** enn 
the then current Tear. | 4c the 


oe 
1114 


3955 "Thar che faid 3 e | 
ſhall be elected in June annually, og or helore the ; 
ſecond Monday of that Month, and ſhall be aur, 
thoriſed and appointed to meet in the Council 
Hauſe at Three o Clock Aſternoon, on the. third | 
Monday of Fune yearly, in orderg;;gfter-examin= 
ing the 11 2 made up by the nian Or 5 
the Charity Work- houſe, to fix the annual Rat 
tor the -Year* current; with this Proviſo always, 
That in caſe, the Laid Committee, or Quorum, 
dees do not conveen at the Time and Phc 
e-mentioned; that phe Eſtimate, or annual 
Rate made up Managers of the Gn ä 
Work-houſe 4 delald, * ſhall be che Rule to the. 
Aſſeſſors or Stent-maſters for the Year then cur- 
tent: And the Magiſtrates and Cauntil bre 
cauſe record, in 4. Book to be kept for that Pure 
pole, the annual Rate of each current Year, and 
urniſh the Aſſeſſors with an Extract — 
under the Hand of their Clerk; ori or before they 
conveen ; which Extract, ſhall be ſufficient Au- 
thority to the Aſſeſſors for: proportioning che faid - 
annual Rate, n the lun bien e! 1 1225 : 
meu thereof. 0 


19m, 46 cvinpleey as CTR ME 98- 
of this AR, it is propoſed, That the Poor of 
the. Pariſhes -of - Canonęnte, South und North 


zar, and Ff. e 5s, ſhquld be aflumed- "7 


ane 


10 0 
to the Charity Workehoule, upon 2 
from theſe Pariſhes. | 


2 1890, To gain that End, it is propoſed, That 


there ſhould be a Clauſe in the Act, authoriſing 
Truſtees to tranſact and agree with the Maei- 
ſtrates and Council of Edinburgh for ſuch Sums 
as ſhall be deemed reaſonable for aſſuming theit 
reſpective Poor; and that their Agreement, if ap- 
proved of by a general Meeting of the Managers 
of the Poors-houſe, called for that Purpoſe, ſhould 
— 8 ſufficient for compleating the Tranſ- 
a On. 


10910, That the Mioiſtrates and Treaſurer of 
the Canongate, with four Perſons elected by the 
Kirk-ſeffion, and fix choſen by the Proprietors of 
Houſes, upon a Meeting previouſly called for 
that Purpoſe, ſhould be Truſtees for the Parifh of 
the Canongate. | 


 20m0, That, in like Manner, the | Magitrares, 
Four choſen by the Kirk-ſeſſion, and Six by the 
| Proprietors of Houſes in South- Leith, thould be 
Truſtees for that Parifh. 


21m, That the Ma giſtrates, Four choſen by 
che Kirk-ſeffion, Four by the Heritors of Houſes, 
together with ſuch of "ths: Landward Heritors 
whoſe valued Rent amounts to 100 L. Scots or 
upwards, ſhould be Truſtees for the Pariſh of 
North-Leith, 


2200, That the Magiftrates of Par and 
Porteburgh, Six Perſons elected by the Kirk- 


elf ion; 
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tion ſeſſion, together & ſuch of the Landward He: 
ritors whoſe valued Rents amount to 200 L. 
Scots or upwards, ſhould be Truſtees for the Pa- 
riſh of St. Cuthbert's, and the Majority of the 
Truſtees of each of theſe Pariſhes to be 2 


Quorum. 


23tlo, That the 'Truſtees for the faid Pariſhes, 

ſhould not only be authoriſed and impowered to 
tranſact and agree anent aſſuming their Poor into 
the ſaid Charity Work-houſe,) but alſo to concert 
and put into Execution, proper Meaſures for levy-" 
ing the Sums neceſſary for their Maintenance and 
Employment, and proportioning the ſame amongſt 

of the Heritors, Tenants, Liferenters, and Occu- 
the iers of Lands, and Tenements, Houſes or Shops - 
of in the ſaid Pariſhes, with Power to name Aﬀeſ 
for ſors for that Purpoſe, with ſuch Salaries as they 
of ſhall judge reaſonable, not exceeding 20 L. a - 

ear for each of faid Pariſhes, all Incidents for 
Clerks Writing, and Books included. | 


he 24t0, What whatever Agreement the faid 
be Truitees ſhall make, in order to the aſſuming 
their Poor into the ſaid Charity Work-houſe, 
ſhould, by Act of Parliament, be made binding 
upon the reſpective Pariſhes in all Time coming. 


25to, That the Magiſtrates of the ſaid Pariſhes, 
ſhould be Truſtees, ex oficio, thoſe from the 
Kirk-ſeflion, annually elected on the ſecond Mon- 
day of Fune, and thoſe choſen by the Proprietors } 
of Houſes or Lands, to be continued for ſeven 
Years from the Date of their Election, on Account 

of the Difficulty of bringing ſuch great Numb? | 


: 


| e | 

together, and interim Vacancies by Death, or be- 
ll ing dennded of the Property of their Houſes i | 
| Lands, to be ſupplied by the ſutviving Truſtee, | 
pamed by the Proprietors of Houſes and Lands 
| in the faid Pariſhes, their electing out of theix 
I feſpective Bodies, Perſons*for ſh lying the faid 
| jnterin Vacancies, e 
ö — 1 ot Af") arts 203.237 4 111 511. 1 Txt ,\\ 9 
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 Poſal.. 


SIR, 


HERE has been an KEY a Foot "4 4 
good while paſt, among ſome People in 

this Town, to have it ſadled with a Tax 

for the Poor by Authority of Parliament; the 
Projectors were few in Number, and inſtead of 
propaling their Scheme, which ought to have been 
done, as the Execution of it muſt affect every Man 
having Property in or near Edinburgh, — made 
a deep Secret of it. It was ſo far on in the Month 
of September or October laſt, as to be drawn up 
in the Parliamentary Stile of an Act, and I had 


the extraordinary Favour of being permitted once 
to read it over, but on Promiſe that I ſhould not 
Copy or take Notes of it. From the Peruſal I 


had, I made ſome Objections, with the Reaſons 
of which the ProjeCtors ſeemed and declared 


/ 


7 


14 


that; and when the Projectors of late departed 
fo far from their Deſign of keeping the Scheme 
out of the Hands of ' every Body elſe, as to give 
written Copics to the Lord Preſident, Dean of 
Faculty, and K-eper of the Signet, and perhaps 
fome others: It was at the ſame Time given out, 
that there was no Intention of applying to. Parlia- 
ment this Seſſion, but that theſe Copies were 
given, to the End theJudges, Lawyers, and Writers 
to the Signet, mighr have their Thoughts en the 
Matter. I laid my Account, as did many others 


of the Perſons mot nearly intereſted, that by this 


Method the Thing would become quite publick, 


and in every Bodies Hands, and that we ſhould 


have had Time, either to be ſatisfied of the Rea- 
ſonableneſs of the Meaſure (which from me ſhall 
always procure Acquieſcence) or to have prepared 
Materials for oppoſing its being carried in Parlia- 
ment; but, to our Surpriſe, it came out Yeſter- 


day, That cur Town- council, or a Party in it, 


had come to a Reſolution to make the intended 


Application to Parliament immediately, and that 


they accordingly ſent off an Expreſs with it. 
Upon this Intelligence I exerted myfelf forthwith 
for a Copy of their Paper, and got it as here in- 
cloſed * And as I am jully impreſſed, that it is the 
moſt pernicious Projet that could be hatched far 
this Town and Neighbourhood ; That if it goes 
through, it will ruin the Town altogether; That 
there is really no Neceſſity for it; That if there 
was, it could be eſtabliſhed in another Way of 


leſs 


themſclves ſo much ſatisfied, as that I had Ground 
to believe, that if ever the Projet was attempted, 
the Plan would at leaſt be altered. The Affair 
ſeemed to be dropt entirely, for ſome Time. after 
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leſs Expence and eaſier to be redrefſed, if my. 
Fears prove well founded; and that it will by n 
Means anſwer the ſuppoſed Intention; I think it 

my Duty to oppoſe it, ſo far as lies in my Power. 

If the Murmurings againſt it in Town are nor 
carried off, or don't fall off themſelres very 
ſoon, it is likely that there will be Appli- 
cation made to the Houſe of Commons for 
being heard againſt the Bill on Behalf of the He- 
ritors in Town. If no conſiderable Body of them 
joins in ſuch a Meaſure, it would ſurely be ridi- 


culous and vain for a few, and far more for ne, 


to enter into a formal Oppoſition ; I mult in that 
Caſe content myſelf with ſuggeſting to yon, and 
by your Means, to any Members of Parliament 
you pleaſe, my Reaſons for faying what I hare 
above ſaid in the general on the Subject, and 
if they can't prevail (as I hope they will appear, 
at leaſt to 9 being offered to Conſideration) 
to poſtpone the Interpoſition of any Act of the Le- 
giſlature to any ſuch Scheme, till choſe affected by 
it have had Time to deliberate upon it, and pre- 
pare more weighty Reaſons againſt it, in caſe they 
cannot come into it; I muſt either ſubmit to the 
Tax, or remove from the Place ſubjected to it. 
In Proſecution of what I intend at preſent, 
which muſt conſiſt only of ſhort, Hints, I ſhall 
take the Parliamentary Method of ſpeaking, rf, 
as you'd fay, againſt committing the Bill, and 
then ſuppoſing that Queſtion given againſt me, 
r= to the particular Clauſes or general Plan 
In rhe frft Place, I then ſay, That there is no 
Neceſſity for any ſuch Bill: | Becauſe there never 
has been, as yet, any Deficiency of Fund for ga- 
. —__  terng 


( 16 


fyering the Deſign, for anſwering of which, this 


Bill is ſuppoſed neceſſary; that is, the Provigon, 
and Support of the Poor in the Charity Work- 
Houſe; and in this I proceed on the Information 
of ſome who have been in the Management ever 
ſince it was erected, who aſſure me, That tho“ 
the Treaſurer has ſometimes been in Advance, 
yet he never miſt being reimburſed, and ſupplied 
to the full, by a voluntary Contribution on the firſt 
Intimation of Need for it; and this is a Fact 
Which can be proved, or will be diſptoved by the 
Books appealed to, tor founding the Bill. 

I fay, in the next Place, That there is no Ne- 
ceſſity for any ſuch Bill or Aid from Parliament, 
tho* more Fund than ariſes, or a greater Certainty 
of Fund, was requiſite; becauſe the Lords of Seſ- 
ſion have the Authority of Parliament already, with 
Conſent of the Magiſtrates of Edinburgh, to impoſe 
the Tax propoſed, if they think it juſt and ne- 
ceſſary; and to inforce the Payment of it in the 
moſt ſummary Manner, conform to Act 12thy 
Parliament 1686; which Power, I ſee by what 
is printed of the Books of Sederunt, they accor- 
dingly exerciſed, not only recently after the ſaid 
Act, viz. in Fanuary 1687, by authoriſing the 
Magiſtrates to. levy 500 L. Sterling yearly for 
three Years off the Inhabitants ; but alſo lately in 
the Year 1731, by concurring: in an Agreement 
between the Town and Shire, and authoriſing the 
fagiſtrates to levy a Tax for the Poor on the 
fembers of the College of Juſtice. When 1 
conſider this Act of Parliament, and thoſe Pro- 
ceedings on it (and there may be many more that 
TI know nothing of) I cannot figure to myſelf a 
Reaſon, for * our preſent Magiftrates going to 
N | 
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e with; their now Propoſah, * be 
either to make A Jobb wr ome: „ un Fre- 
rence of folticiring' for the A& fought; or nt of 
hopes hat” they may ger che! Parliament d do 
hat they cantiot to ſatibfy the Lordb of 
Soſſton, on fair Re ation and Hearing, -is 
either juſt or neceſſary, by Way of Surpriſe, for 
Want of Information and Oppontion, which muſt 
be attended with an Expencs, that probibly few | 
People would'chuſe to engage in, white the Pro- 
jectors and Puſhers work on the Community's 
Money, and probably pay themſelves for their 
Trouble, as well as indemnify. themſelves of" the 
Expence. If they mean nothing but what's fair, 
Why do they nor-ſ6ek Power to levy the Tax in 
the Way laid down by the Act 1686 D or if its 
any Way deficient, Why do they able more 
from Parliament, than to explain or 3 ME 
Power of the Lerds of Sefion 2! 1 hope nd hoe 
will de granted them, and then wo ſhall häte 
- Opportunity ol being heard at home; _— 
little Expence; and then teo, the Tax ma peo! Keep | 
laid on for a 2 —— Trial; and if thay: rial 
proves chat kh Plan for ſupporting the * 
Jags: beggar the Half of the wan now in tole- 
fable Ccümbsäcss, the Lords could talks it off 
altogether, or ſeſſen it- Fer; 
In the thivd Place, ' ſay, That the Meet > 
the Sum, ſuppoſed in the Bill to be neceflary for 
anſwering” its Intention, on the Houſe Rents in 
Edinburgh (or within the Royalty as it is enpreſt ) 
muſt greatly impoveriſnh, if not utterly” ruins ; all 
the Vroprietols 0 or Liſerenters of thel 
' who have but ſmall or moderate Incomes; and 
GOD: knows, that that is the Caſe: of very 


a 


gtcat Number among us. Every Tax upon the 
Rent or Inhabitants does fall, and muſt, from the 
Nature of the Thing, fall upon the Landlord; 
let the Law provide how it will, as to the Tenants 
or Inhabitants, being the Perſon only liable; for 
he will eonſider what Taxes he becomes ſubject to 
in that Capacity, and will have the Rent the lower 
upon that Conſideration. And we have very 
heavy 'Taxes of that Kind here already ; for Ex- 


ample, for a Houſe I poſſeſs, and for which 1 


don't think I could get above 20 L. Sterling Rent, 
I pay of Land-tax 1 L. 16 fb. 8 d., for Annuity, 
1 L. 6 ſh. 8 d., and for Window-tax 12 fh. 
theſe are near 19 per Cent. of my Rent: And 1 
am well aſſured, that 10 per Cent. more on the 
Rent of Edinburgb, will not raiſe the Poor's Tax 
now propoſed, though the Houſes were all to be 
poſſeſt, and the Rents to continue as at preſent; 


and ſo we ſhall have 30 per Cent. or thereby, 


Deduction on our Rents. Conſidering how many 
; Widows and fatherleſs Children here are brought 
up and living ereditably, who have not ſo much 
perhaps in all as the Rent of my Houſe, conſi- 
dering the Expence of neceſſary Repairs on ſuch 
Subjects, the Chances of lying waſte, 3c. I am per- 
ſuaded no Man will think it juſt, that 10 per 
Cent. (I ſhould ſay 124 per Cent. on theſe Data) 
of their ſmall Pittance, ſhould be forced from 
them to maintain the begging Poor, as it would 
be the next Thing with putting them on the ſame 
Footing with theſe. 10% & 2 , 
But this is not the worſt of it either; for if it 


mould happen that a third only of the Town 
mould be laid waſte, or, which is the ſame Thing, 
che Ronts over all ſhould fall a third, the Land- 
| K tax 
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tax being a ſet Sum that muſt be made good ot. 
of the Parts inhabited, and the intended Poor's- 

Rate being to be on the ſame Footing as the Pro- 
poſal ſtands, the Diminution to the Proprietors 
on their Rents muſt riſe conſiderably in Propor- 


tion; and that ſuch laying waſte of a great Part 


of the Houſes within the Royalty, or Downfall 


of the Rents of the whole, will be the unavoid- 
able Conſequence of this Propoſal, if paſt into a 


Law, appears to me with a Clearneſs, almoſt 


equal to Demonſtration. You know the Narrow- 
--neſs of this Place, that no Part of the Suburbs is 


at great Diſtance from the Centre of Buſineſs in 


it; and that ſome Part of the Suburbs are even 
' nearer that Centre, than ſome other Parts within 
the Royalty are; and I leave it to you to judge, 
Whether, even ſuppoſing » the Rents of the Su- 
| burbs were as high as thoſe within the Pown, (as 
t is certain they are not) it would not be worth 
while to live without the Ports to ſave 30 per 
Cent. of the Rent? and whether there are not 
many People who would do ſo, unleſs the Land- 
lords within the Town abated ſo much on their 

| Rents, merely on the Article of Intereſt?ꝰ and 
cven that is not the only Thing to be conſidered 
on this Point, for, as it is hinted in the Propoſal, 
that one Cauſe of Deficiency in Fund, is, that 
the Frequenters of Nonjurant Meetings, Gr. 
contribute nothing (which I am told is indeed the 
Caſe, contrary to their former Behaviour, ſince 


the late Rebellion, upon a Pretence appearing to 


me void of Foundation) fo it has been owned to 

be the principal Deſign of the Law, to get them 

forced to contribute; and as I take their refuſing 

. of. late the Aſſiſtance 25 uſed to give, to be 
2 


really, 


(( )) 
roally, and at Bottom, the Effect ot Humour and 
Reſeutment againſt ſome Meaſures they don't 
likes I cannot doubt, but that they will carty 
that ſo far as to live in the Suburbs, rather 2s 
ſobmit to this compulſitory Chariry; . and what 
Effect that muſt have; every one nag knows this 


Place can caſily ſee. The Cure ſor this lies, in 
- making the Tax extend over the contiguous Pa- 
— — whereby they would not get Houſes, free 
of the Tax, to live in at any Diſtance convenient 
ſor doing Buſinefs in Town; but you ſee! that is 
not dene by this Bill propoſed. Butethis belongs 
to the ſecond Part of * men 70 which thall 
nom -proceed- A111 | 
We are now, e — and 
the Bill under Conſideration of the Tenor, or to 
; 2 Purport of the encloſed Paper; and I alſo 


ſoppoſe the; Facts ſet forth in the firſt fix Sections 


ie proved (tho, 1 en they cannot be all 
4 true) and then I object, 
Fir, That no ſuch Rate or Tut ought to be 
. impoſed upon, or levied from the Inhabitants: or 
- Houſholders within the Royalty, unleſs the Su- 
burbs be alſo. comprehiended or included under 
the Act; becauſe —— that, the Inhabitants 
within the Walls, do not get the Value they are 


ſuppoſed to be purchaſing by the Tax; that is, 


an Exemption ſrom the Nuſance of the begging 
Poor, and being taxed by their clamorous and 
troubleſome Importunities; and the Reaſon of 
my faying ſo, is founded on the Experience of 
1 Years. We have for ſome Years been kept 
free of the begging Poor on the Streets,” and at 
the Doors of our Houſes in Town; but no 1 


'( 2+.) 


does one ſet his Noſe. without any of the Gy 


Gates, than Shoals of Beggars attack him, and 
he is expoſed to all the Inconveniencies he former- 
ly felt within the City, and theſe are doubled by 
40 Numbers; and ſo his paying Poor's-Ratęe, 


does not at all protect, from being taxed again 7 


the Poor, any Man living in Edinburgh, if ether 
his Amuſement or Buſineſs leads him to walk i into 
or through any of the Suburbs. I inſer from this, 
that no Scheme of this Kind ſhould have been 


preſented to Parliament, or ought to meet with 


its Approbation, without including the Suburbs; 
becauſe otherwiſe it is taxing the Inhabitants of 
the Town, without giving them the proper Equi- 


valent for the Tax. 
+ Secondly, Suppoſing this ede and that 


thereby we had the Hope given us, at leaſt, of a 


2 Equivalent for 4 Tax, the Extent of the 


ax to be levied, ought to be aſcertained or li- 
mited in a Way quite different from that propo- 
ſed in the: Bill, It is there propoſed, that Au- 
thority ſhould be given to levy a Sum not exceed- 
ing 1800 L. Sterliag per Aunum, to be aſoer- 


tained by a Method there laid down; as to which 


Method, I can tay little, whether it be a pro- 
per one or not; for ought that appears, or is laid 
or ſet forth in the Bill, this Sum might be equal 
to tho full Rent of all the Houſes in Edin. 


I know the Pro jectors affirm, that 8 per Cent. of 


the Rent of the Houſes intended to be ſubjected 
will raiſe that Sum; but I alſo: know, that qther 


People, who, by being long Stent-maſters, have 


had Opportunity to leatn at what Sum the Rent 


may be computed on a Medium, affirm, that it 
wil take 12 per Cent. to nie 1800 L. and ac- 


cording 


5 


LAY 
- 


* 


(22 : 


coding to any Inference I can draw from the Pro: 


portion I pay, for my Houſe of the Total of Land. 


rax laid by Law on the City of Edinburgh, it 
cannot be below 10 per Cent. Whatever be in theſe 


« contrary Affirmations is noway material; be- 
cauſe this is plain and obvious, That the only 
Way to aſſure me or any Man, that the Tax is 


e 


not to exceed ſo much per Cent. (be that what you 


will) is, that the Act ſhould ſay ſo; that is, that 
Authority ſhould be given (not to raiſe a Sum 


not exceeding 1800 L. but) to lay on and levy 


an annual Rate not exceeding ſo much per Cent. 
of the Rent of my Houſe; this is but fair Play, 


both to the Legiſlature and to us, and it is agree- 


able to the Form in which every Tax, or Rate on 


an annual Income, hitherto authoriſed by Parlia- 
ment has been laid on; they are all laid on at, 
or limited to, ſo much in the Pound; and indeed 


to lay on a Tax for the Poor at a certain Extent, 
without regard to the Proportion it may bear to 
the annual Income out of which it is to be raiſed, 
- would be the moſt ridiculons Thing in the World. 
It would be ſtatucing, contrary to all Reaſon, that 
thoſe whom certain Perſons ſhall deem to be 
Poor, and take into a certain Houſe, ſhall be 


provided competently at their Diſcretion out of 


my Income, even tho* the making up this Com- 


etency to them; ſhould not leave as much 'to 


- myſelf as the loweſt of them gets, or ſhould even 
- deprive me of my All: Whereas the Laws of 
- GOD and Nature dictate, That I and my Fa- 
mily ſhould firſt be ſecured of a Competency out 
of my own, and that the Proviſion from me for 
the Poor, ſhould be only out of what I can ſpare 


of my Income, over that Competency. - In 


ſhort 
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Thing is but ſuggeſted to them. 
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ſhort you ſee, plainly, that if 1800 L. was to be 
raiſed, tho? it was true that the Rents, as they 
now ſtand, would produce this at the Rate of 
8 per Cent. it muſt take 16 per Cent. of the Rents 
payable, if Half the Houſes ſhould be waſte, or 
the Rents fall a Half, and ſo proportionally, as 
the Waſtes or Downfalls of Rents chance to be 
more or leſs; and I have no Fear that ever the 
Houſe of Commons will give any Sett of Men a 
Power to tax me for any Purpoſe, or on any Pre- 
tence whatever, beyond a certain Proportion of 
the Subject for which I am to be taxed, to be by 
the Law expreſly and clearly limited, if the 


Thirdly, There is a great Fraccas made in the 


Propoſals about naming Stent-maſters, their ma- 


king Proportions and Reports, Methods of con- 


trouling them, a Collector with a Salary, Oe. 
which can point at no good Purpoſe, as there is 


not the ſmalleſt Occaſion for any of theſe Officers 


or Doings, tho' the Tax was to take Place, 


whether in the Form propoſed, or in my Way, 


unleſs ſomething be in View, which the Proje- 


Cors chuſe to conceal, or wrap up in the Dark. 


Every Year Stent-maſters are choſen for taking up 
the Valuations of all the Houſes in Town that 
are poſſeſt, and they take it up accordingly for 


the Purpoſe of proportioning the Town's Quota 


of the Land-tax, or ſo much of it, on the ſeveral 
Houſes fo valued. Tho' the Sum to be levied 
on the City, for the Uſe of the Publick, be the 


fame this Year, as it was the laſt, the Rare per 
Cent. neceſſary ſor making it out from the Parti- 


culars, may be, and in my Time has been, dif- 
ferent in the two Years ; and this arifes from the 


Strate 
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State of the Fates or trom the Stent-maſtett 
varying the Proportion between Property and 
Trade, or from other Cauſes: But then the VA. 
luation of Houſes poſſeſt for any one Tear being 
thus ſettled, the Tax we pay which is called 
Anmuity, is always levied at a certain fixed Ratebof 
8 per Cent. on the Valuation of each Houſe, 
Now if the Poor's-Tax was to be ſettled, at a 
Rate in Proportion to the Rent (not àt a Sum 


certain to be raiſed, let the Proportion run never 
ſo high) it is obvious that no more needs be 
ſaid in the Law, but that it ſhall be levied at à 
Rate to be ſettled, not excecding fo, much ptr 


Cent. on the Rent at which the ſeveral Houſes 


all be valued for that Year, to the Purpofe of 
levying the Land-tax, and that would apply to 
each Houſe, as eaſily as the Amuity now does, 
© Nay, if the Poor's-Tax was to be conſidered on 
the Footing of the Land-tax, and of the Propo- 


ſal, that is, as if a Sum certain was to be levied, 


' whatever Proportion it ſhould require of the v4-. 
lued Rent yet ſtill, whenever it is ſett ed by thoſe 


entruſted, What that Sum certain is to be for ſuch 


Lear, it is very eaſy to find out how much per Cent. 
of the valued Rent of all the Honfes poſſeſt (as 


taken up for the Purpoſe of the Land- tax, ſo far 
as ſubject to the Poor s- Tax) is requiſite to an- 


ſwer that Sum; and then no more needs be done, 


but to declare that ſo much per Cent. is to be the 


Rate for that Lear: And as this Tax, in either 


Way of ſettling its Extent, can be thus aſſimi- 
lated to the Annuity, and conjoined with it; and 
as both are leviable from the fame Perſons for rhe 
ſane Subjects (fo far as both affect) the Fo $ 
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Tix may be levied by the Collector of the ft 
nuity, without any great Addition to his Trouble, 
This is ſo obvious, that it looks odd to point at 


loading this Tax with a Place of 50 L. beſide all 


the Charges which muſt attend the making a Va- 
luation for it, different or diſtinct from that ſettled 

for the Rule of levying other Taxes. If the 
Valuation, for levying theſe by has been unfairly 
or partially made up, for Years, or any Lear 
pait, let Care be taken that it be done fairly and 


impartially in Time to come; and then it muſt. 


infallibly be the only Rule for proportioning the 


new projected Tax, or = other Tax, if there 
is to be levied on the 


was Twenty of them, which 1 
Houſe-refts : But to ſuppoſe that there is to be 
one Valuation for one Purpoſe, atid another Va- 


lution for another Purpoſe, of one and the ſame - 
Subje&, for one and the me Year, is quite ab- 
ſurd.—You'll obſerve that the College of Juſtice . 
has the ſame Check on the 'Town's Stent-maſters, 


with-t&gard to their making up the Valuation by 
which the Annuity is levied, as is now propoſed 
to be given to it, with regard to the making up 


the Valuation by which the Poor's. Tas is to b> 


: 
i 


levied; ſo that all theſe Clauſes are quite needleſs - 


and vain, in my Apprehenſion: They may afford 


Perquiſites to ſome Folks, and will increafe the 


98 of the Tax, and that's all they can ſerve 
Or. As "XY O | 3 55 

In the 13th Section of the Propoſal, ſomething 
is thrown out, which would induce a Stranger to 


think, that this is no new Tax coming on us, . but 


\ 
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only one certain in Place of others, to which our 


Houſes were formerly ſubjected; and ſuch a one 
will be ready then to imagine, that thefe Burdens we 
wt 2 ; D a x * 
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get free of, were 16 6 as, if FP to a Ceran 
ty, would have been as heavy, or near as heavy, 
as this. "But as this 1s by no Means the Caſe, 
the Inſinuation is not fair, I never heard it fo 


much as pretended, that there was any Taxation 
or Burden whateyer laid on our Houſes for Main- 


tenance of the Poor, except that it has been faid 
to me, that 2 of the 8 Per Cent. which I have 


above called all Annuity, is appropriated for the 


Poor (whether it is really ſo or not I cannot tell;) 


but I think in general, that the Propoſers ſhould: 


be called upon to fay, in plain Terms, what theſe 
former Taxations and Burdens on Houſes, from 
which we are now to be freed, are, that the Mem- 


bers of the Legiſlature may not be miſled, and 


o upon erroneous Suppoſitions in Fact. 


I fay nothing with regard to the Clauſes calcu- 


lated for bringing i in the Poor of the four Pariſhes, 
ſurrounding the Town, to the Benefit of the 
Charity Work-houſe, becauſe I don't underſtand 
them, and believe they'll never have or take Ef- 
fect. In ſo far as the Suburbs of the Town are 
eee which are within two of theſe Pariſhes, 


haye already ſaid, that I apprehend the inclu- 


ding them to be abſolutely neceſſary for juſtifying 
the Impoſition of the Tax, even upon the Inhabi- 
tants of the City; nay, it will be ſo for ſecuring 
the very Deſign of the Propoſal, if the Poor's- 


Tax is to be limited to fo . per Cent. on the 
Rents. of Houſes poſſeſt; which I cannot doubt 
it will be, if ever it is authoriſed at all, | 
I have been much fuller than I thought: of be- 
ing, when I fat down to write to you, but I hope 


you will excuſe the Trouble I have given you. I 


0 aſſure you, I would not have taken that my 


__— 
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Ichaye done for all my Share of the Tax for thi | 


firſt Ten Years ; and that I have no Expectation f 
Fee or Reward: from any Man for it: Neither 
have I had Opportunity to communicate y 
Thoughts to any other Perſon, nor do I yet know- 
of one Man to join me. I work- from a Convi- 
ction that I point at the good of my Fellow-Citi- 
zens; and all I deſire for the preſent is, that yu 
would give me your Aſſiſtance in preventing- the 
Tax's being impoſed, till they can be duly ap- 
priſed af the Contents of the Bill, if one comes 
to be propoſed in Parliament; and have an Op- 
portunity of being heard, if they can ſee Cauſe ta 
oppoſe it, and be ſo-minded. Iaſm 


. 
Edinb. Feb. 22 


my * K : q 5 We | : 
Four moſt obedient humble Servant. 


P. S. To the Houſholders, &c, 
A Objestion to the Plan propoſed, 


occurred after writing the foregoing Letter, 
Viz. That there is no Man, nor Body of Men, 
undertaking or obliged to maintain the Poor, r 
keep them off the Houſholders, in Conſideration - 
of the Tax to be levied ; nor any proper Powers 
ask'd for enabling the 'Truſtees, or Underta- 
kers, to compel the Poor to go in to the Work. 
houſe, &9c. So that for ought ſought to be provid=  \ 
ed for by the intended Law, the Tax may be 
leried once by the Truſtecs, and again 3 


— 
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poor thenifelves, 6. within the Weihe i 
may be obſerved, That in Laws ſettling Rares on 
Souls: Towns, Pariſhes, Squares, Sc. in Eng- 
(whereof there are ſeveral Inſtances) the Tru- 
155 are tied down to do the Thing for which the 
Rate is levied.— And in fine, ſo bar as has Oceur- 
red to me, no ſuch Law for a Rate, on a particu- 
lar Diſtrict, has been paſt, but on the Petition of 
the Inhabitants or Honſholders ſubjected to it: 
And whether you will ſtand by, and let the Pe- 
tition of the Town-council, be look'd on as the 
Petition of the Houſholders of this City, as It 
ſurely will be taken to be in Parliament, if you 
be filent, depends on yourſelves. 


